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DEPUTY COMMANDER OF NARCOTICS TASK FORCE PLEADS 
GUILTY TO EXTORTION

LAREDO, TX – The Deputy Commander of the Laredo Multi-Agency Narcotics Task
Force, Julio Alfonso Lopez, 45, of Zapata, Texas, pleaded guilty to conspiring to extort money
from drug traffickers, United States Attorney Don DeGabrielle announced today.  Lopez’s
accomplice, Meliton Valadez, 32, also of Zapata, Texas, was also convicted for his role as
Lopez’s middle man with the traffickers.  Valadez pleaded guilty to the conspiracy charge on
July 11, 2006.  Both men are pending sentencing on a date to be set in the near future by the
court. 

At a hearing this morning before U.S. District Judge George P. Kazen, Lopez admitted
his involvement in the conspiracy that began in July 2005 and continued through April 2006. 
Lopez and his accomplice, Valadez, extorted  money from purported drug traffickers on four
separate occasions -- July 8, 2005, August 24, 2005, September 21, 2005, and October 7, 2005 –
in exchange for Lopez using his position as the Deputy Commander of the Laredo Multi-Agency
Task Force to provide protection from detection by law enforcement for the traffickers and their
drug loads through Zapata County.    

Lopez faces a maximum penalty of 20 years in federal prison, without parole, and a
$250,000 fine at sentencing.  The court has permitted Lopez to remain free on bond pending his
sentencing hearing.    

The investigation leading to the indictment and today’s conviction of Lopez was
conduced by the Laredo Resident Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  The case is
being prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney John Kinchen.
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